
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 
Heads of Delegation 
Laulasmaa, Estonia, 15-16 June 2016 

 

HOD 50-2016 

 

 

 Page 1 of 1  
 

Document title CLIA Simulation Exercise: wastewater discharges in the Baltic Sea 
Code 4-21 
Category INF 
Agenda Item 4 - Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 
Submission date 30.05.2016 
Submitted by CLIA 
Reference  

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the attached information submitted by CLIA. 

 

 



 
 

 1 

CLIA Simulation Exercise: wastewater discharges in the Baltic Sea 

 

Background 

CLIA is committed to upgrading its role in the context of the on-going debate regarding the discharge 
of wastewater in the Baltic Sea and the utilization of available port reception facilities (PRFs) in the 
region. CLIA is currently engaging with all the stakeholders involved in the process in order to ensure 
a good implementation of MARPOL’s Special Area that will allow cruise ships to continue to operate 
in the Baltic Sea once its provisions come into effect as anticipated in 2019/21. This includes 
regulators, port authorities, NGOs and the media as well as our own member cruise lines. 

 

Objective and strategy 

In this context, it should be noted that CLIA has recently re-affirmed its commitment to utilize 
sewage PRFs in the Baltic region, via amendment to the CLIA Waste Management Policy. This is a 
good incremental step toward the operating environment that we will have in the Baltic when the 
Special Area enters into force.   

Additionally, CLIA is committed to coordinating a simulation exercise in the Baltic Sea during the 
course of the 2016 season to test the availability and adequacy of PRFs in the regions’ cruise ports 
and identify challenges and bottlenecks. 

Thus we plan to get CLIA members to operate some of their cruise ships in the Baltic as if the Special 
Area provisions were already in force and to share their experience with the association. CLIA will 
use the input received to produce a report assessing the availability and adequacy of PRFs in the 
region, notably highlighting the challenges cruise ships currently face when endeavouring not to 
discharge wastewater offshore and setting a roadmap to address the issues identified in a timely 
manner. 

For the research exercise to provide conclusive results it will be important to ensure participation by 
a significant number of cruise ships that together cover most of the region’s cruise ports. This will 
allow us to build a complete picture regarding the availability and adequacy of PRFs in the region, 
and the possibility of cruise ships to pursue Baltic itineraries without discharging wastewater 
offshore when the Special Area provisions come into force. 

This will also provide all stakeholders with a clear impression of the situation and bottlenecks. 

 

Scope 

• Cruise ships taking part in the exercise should simulate Special Area conditions during the 
course of a specific time period as agreed with CLIA. 



 
 

 2 

• During the simulation, the cruise ship should avoid discharging MARPOL Annex IV 
wastewater at sea in the Baltic, using instead the range of options offered by the region’s 
cruise ports to discharge while at berth. 

• The Russian part of the Baltic Sea will be part of this Baltic Sea simulation, regardless of the 
(future) MARPOL Annex IV requirements. 

• The cruise ship’s crew will be responsible for collecting relevant data at every port of call by 
filling a reporting template provided by CLIA. 

• Special fees: should a cruise ship refuse to offload wastewater at a particular port due to 
disproportionately high fees that create a disincentive to utilize the PRFs, they should 
carefully document this using the reporting template provided. 

• The exercise should cover most if not all of the Baltic ports used by CLIA member cruise 
lines. 

 

Timeline 

There is a sense of urgency in conducting this exercise during this coming cruise season. Not only 
because our partners expect us to do so; but also because it is critical to show decisive and proactive 
action by the cruise industry in order to raise our profile and gain credibility as an engaged actor. 
This is indeed one of the key objectives of our strategy for the Baltic Sea. 

In this context, we plan to open a two-month period, from late May to late July, in which the 
participating member lines will choose when to simulate Special Area conditions while their 
designated cruise ships operate on an itinerary in the Baltic Sea. 

As of August/September, CLIA will use the data collected to draft a report examining the availability 
and adequacy of PRFs in the region, particularly addressing bottlenecks in the network. 
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